
Monday  One Heart 
 
In Acts 3 & 4, Peter and John were jailed for healing a man in the 
name of Jesus.  Luke says that the council could do nothing with them, 
because the man whose life had been changed was standing with 
them.   
 
When Peter and John were freed, the believers got together for prayer 
and worship. In their prayer they acknowledge that God is—and has 
been—in control and they pray for boldness.  
 
Acts 4:31-33   After this prayer, the building where they were meeting 
shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.  And they preached 
God’s message with boldness.  All the believers were of one heart and 
mind, and they felt that what they owned was not their own: they 
shared everything they had.  And the apostles gave powerful witness to 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s great favor was upon 
them all. 
 
It’s important to note that their ministry was founded in prayer and 
worship.  Luke says they were filled with the Holy Spirit.  The Holy 
Spirit had already come in chapter 2, so this was something different.  
According to this passage, what were the results? 
 
 
What does it mean to be of “one heart and mind?” 
 
 
What might this look like at Discovery Church? (Hint: Dream Big!) 
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Picture Discovery Church as a group of people with Christ standing in 
the center.  What inevitably happens as each of us moves closer to 
Christ?   
 
What does Paul say will be the result? 
 
 
 
Friday  Build 
 
I Thessalonians 5:11  So encourage each other and build each other 
up, just as you are already doing.   
 
Romans 14:19 So then, let us aim for harmony in the church and try to 
build each other up.   
 
The instruction to build each other up takes our relationship one step 
further.  We’re called to do more than just tolerate each other.  Paul is 
instructing us to take an active interest in each other’s development.  
What are some ways that we might do this at Discovery Church?   
 
 
What changes in attitude or behavior might you need to make in order 
to accomplish this?  
 
 
WARNING:  Every good community will face the temptation to become 
a closed community.  Howard Thurman said, “Community cannot for 
long feed on itself; it can only flourish with the coming of others from 
beyond, their unknown and undiscovered brothers.”  
 
What does this mean for Discovery Church? 
 
What is the most meaningful lesson you have learned about authentic 
community this week?   
 
 
What are you going to do about it?   
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Week 4:  
Authentic Community 



The book of Acts tells us about the beginning of the church and the 
spread of the gospel  The rest of the New Testament teaches us how 
Christian community is supposed to look.  In fact, there are over 50 
verses that tell us specifically how to treat each other.  This week, we’ll 
highlight 4 of those that are key to authentic community.   
 
Tuesday  Love 
 
Why are last words or dying wishes so important to us?  Typically, 
those words reveal the heart of the person, what they are truly 
passionate about.  They also usually deal with the legacy, something 
the person wants to make sure will continue after they are gone.   
 
In John chapter 13, Jesus is having his last meal with his closest 
friends.  Though they didn’t understand it at the time, he was sharing 
with them his dying wishes.   
 
John 13:34-35  So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love 
each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.  
Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my 
disciples.   
 
Obviously, love was not anything new.  What makes this 
commandment different?   
 
What did Jesus mean to love, “just as I have loved you”?   
 
Contrast the love of Jesus with how we typically use the word “love”.   
 
 
Jesus said that love is how the world will identify us as his followers. 
 
“Our relationship with each other is the criterion the world uses to 
judge whether our message is truthful – Christian community is the 
final apologetic.” 

Francis Schaeffer 

 
Wednesday  Serve 
 
In his letter to the church in Galatia, Paul is still dealing with the conflict  
between Jewish believers and Gentile believers circumcision.  Chapter 5 
begins, “So Christ has really set us free!”  He goes on to explain:  

Galatians 5:13-14 For you have been called to live in freedom—not 
freedom to satisfy your sinful nature, but freedom to serve one 
another in love.  For the whole law can be summed up in this one 
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
Doesn’t the phrase “freedom to serve” seem odd?  What does the word 
“servant” mean to you? 
 
It seems like an oxymoron, but the key is “one another”.  The servant 
relationship is reciprocal!  We used to tell our three children that if they 
were only looking out for themselves, they would have one person 
looking out for them. But if they committed to look out for each other, 
they would each have two people looking out for them.  Which would 
you rather have?   
 
Serving others is freeing.  Paul says this is our “calling”.   
 
 
Thursday  Accept 
 
Romans 15:5-7  May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, 
help you live in complete harmony with each other—each with the 
attitude of Christ Jesus toward the other.  Then all of you can join 
together with one voice, giving praise and glory to God, the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  So accept each other just as Christ has 
accepted you; then God will be glorified.   
 
One of the things we learn from Christ’s disciples, is how effective 
weird teams can be.  What are some of the most effective teams that 
you’ve been a part of?  What made them so effective?   
 
 
Most churches are built around affinity, not community.  Affinity is 
when people who agree and are alike all get together.  If you are Christ
-centered, people who disagree on a whole lot of things can still get 
together.  That is real community. 
 
Paul exhorts us to accept each other just as Christ has accepted us.  On 
what basis has Christ accepted us?   
 
How would that affect the way we accept each other?   
 
 


