
1 



2 

© 2017 BradRaby.com 

Knoxville TN 37934. 

All rights reserved. 

Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible 

(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry 

of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 



3 

INTRODUCTION 

We’re a species that loves information.  We want to be in the know and we want to be 

known.  Have you ever been watching a TV program or a movie and ‘googled’ what you were 

watching to investigate the facts behind the real story?  I certainly have. 

There is an innate sense of curiosity in human beings.  From the time we’re born we’re trying to 

figure out how something works or why it exists.  We want information.  Is it possible, that this 

innate sense of curiosity is there because we were created in the image of God?  Is it possible 

that stamped into our souls is a desire to know what is beyond ourselves – principally to know 

God? 

If this is true (and I believe it is) how do we know God?  How do we know what God is like?  We 

discover much about God in creation, or what is theologically referred to as “general 

revelation”.  But how do we learn of God’s character, plans, and attributes?  This is where the 

Bible comes in.  The Bible is “special revelation”.  By special revelation we mean: specific human 

descriptions of who God is and what he is up to. 

"Brad, when I read the Bible I just don't get all of that out of it." 

I've heard that statement dozens of times over the years after a sermon or a small group 

series.  What the person saying it really means is, "I've read that before, multiple times even, but I 

didn't see or understand all that you just taught.  How did you get that, when I didn't?" 

It's not Rocket Science, but it's also not some nonsensical "anointed Man of God" mumbo 

jumbo.  I think everyone can get more out of their Bible study.  When you do, it will give you a 

clearer and more majestic view of who God is.  The better we learn to see, listen to and obey the 

triune God - Father, Son and Spirit - the better we will worship, love and live. 
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What is the Bible? 

Getting Started 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEFORE WE START 
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Choosing what to read 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading the Bible Effectively 

BEFORE WE START 
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STEP ONE: OBSERVATION 
What do you see? 

What does the Bible say?  
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STEP TWO: INTERPRETATION 
What does it mean? 

Guidelines for interpreting the Bible:  

Tips for interpreting the Bible:  
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STEP THREE: APPLICATION 
What do I do with it? 

Guidelines for applying the Bible:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


